
Canal Park Committee
Meeting Minutes

Date:  May 17, 2016
Time:  6:00 pm

Location:  South Hadley Public Library

Members present were members Bacis, Constant, Klepacki, and Resnick.
Guest present was Leo Labonte.

The meeting was to order at 6:20pm.

Minutes of the April 19, 2016 meeting were approved. Motion made by Constant and 
seconded by Bacis.

Correspondence:
None

Financial:
Annual O’Malley fund deposit in the amount of $500 was made April 12, 2016
O’Malley fund balance = $5,085.85 as of May 6, 2016
18-month CD balance = $5,943.97 as of December 31, 2015; maturity date: 05/29/2017
Remaining FY16 Appropriation = $473
Approved FY17 Appropriation = $900

Old Business:
Bacis reported that the project proposed by Eagle Scout candidate Ethan McKeever 
at the Overlook is ready to move forward. Bacis and Resnick will meet with Ethan 
May 17 at Canal Park.

Canal Park Infrastructure Day May 14:
Paul Lusignan provided a slide show of his historic photos and explanations that 
were very popular. Resnick shared some of Leo Labonte’s slide show images; Old 
Firehouse Museum loaned models of the Fandango, Inclined Plane, and Log Raft; 
“scavenger” hunt of canal-centric artwork on the walls of the library; social media 
promotion; press release written for The Town Reminder ran in two editions; 
Holyoke steering committee included promotion and a trolley stop at the library. 
While attendance was sparse, those that came were engaged and interested.
SHPL offered to host Canal Day on an annual basis, maybe at Canal Village Potpourri

Per Constant’s advice, Resnick reached out to potential new members Aaron Haesaert
and Joshua Driver. Joshua attended Infrastructure Day.



New Business:
Resnick reminded members about the Bike/Walk Committee networking session at 
6:45pm on May 18 at SHPL.

Resnick will set up a tour of Canal Park for Bike/Walk representatives in preparation for 
a formal combined event to be held later this year. Details to be worked out.

Resnick contacted Jim Reidy to inform him of uneven sidewalk at the overlook that 
presents a hazard to pedestrians and determine when and by whom it can be 
addressed. Waiting to hear from him. Resnick will follow up.

Open Forum:
None

Our next meeting will be 6pm Tuesday June 21 at SHPL.

The meeting adjourned at 7:15pm

Respectfully submitted,
Mitch Resnick


