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South Hadley Cultural Council



South Hadley Cultural Council
May 10, 2016

Present:  Renee Sweeney, Halley Gmeiner, retiring chair, Lucia Foley, retiring vice chair, Bobbie Salthouse retiring treasurer, Dick Matteson, Emily Dean, new member, Liz Austin, Marion Canning. Guests: Ira Brezinsky, Ann Eaton

Absent:   Bonnie Stretch 

The meeting was called to order at 6:02 p.m. by Renee Sweeney, Chair of the Council 

Chair, Renee Sweeney recommended that the Council hear the guests before moving on to the regular scheduled meeting.
Ira Brezinsky from MASH (Music and Arts South Hadley) 
Ira stated that their project for 2016 “FallsFest Music and Arts Festival” will not implemented this year due to some internal reorganization.  A request was put to the Council to allow MASH to use the $1,000 grant funds awarded for the 2016 event to be used in other smaller programs that would still promote the arts and music in South Hadley.
Discussion:  The members were not adverse in this idea but it was brought to light that before putting this action to a vote, Dick Matteson would contact the Massachusetts Cultural Council for a final ruling on the proper distribution of redirected funds.  Dick will report back to MASH and the Council as to the ruling.

Ann Eaton:  Master Plan Implementation Committee
The Council promotes cultural activities and communicates and implements ideas between other councils and individuals that expand cultural opportunities throughout the South Hadley community.  There is information on Facebook, and ads about activities are placed in the Town Reminder. Our events have been held at the library.  One art event is planned in July and one discussion about SH water is planned in October.
The main thrust of Ann Eaton’s visit appeared to be the implementation of a local website for South Hadley arts.  The overall consensus was that a reliable arts platform with content from artists and organizations would be an excellent idea. However, it was noted that- 1) This plan would require a full time person. 
2) Access to a dependable and consistent platform is not available on the town’s website at this time. 
3) This is not an appropriate task for our organization.   
Members helpfully suggested recruiting interns from Mount Holyoke.
Issue #2 addressed the responsibility charged to the Council of maintaining activities on the commons at the gazebo.  This clearly is not our responsibility.
Halley volunteered to write a letter to Mike Sullivan, Town Administrator cc: Judith Gooch, Committee Chair of the Master Plan Implementation Committee and notify him of some of our concerns regarding these issues.
She will report her findings.

The meeting resumed at 7:00 pm
Renee welcomed Liz Austin our newest member.  
There are still two positions on the council that need to be filled.  Lucia placed announcements on Facebook, the town ran an ad and an announcement was in the Town Reminder.



A motion was made to accept the March minutes.
Motion 2nd. passed

Correspondence:
At this time there was no correspondence to report

Treasurer’s Report:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Halley reported no changes from the previous meeting treasurer’s report.  Interest only.


Old Business: Halley reported that several grants need completed paperwork before checks are mailed.
Grants that are waiting for complete paperwork.
 Craig Harris- Basic Skills-Rhythmic moves
 Pioneer Valley Jewish Film Festival
 Arcadia Players

Zentangle:
A motion was made to approve a $150 honorarium to Amy Harris’s Zentangle project.  Motion 2nd. Passed.
A July date will be set.  A poster will be designed for advertisement.  It was agreed that the public could observe the artist’s demonstration but to actively participate there is a cost of $5.00 for materials.
October 11th water event:
Draft of letter to Fire District #1 invitation to present a “hands on” talk about South Hadley water quality etc.
It was decided to include Fire District #2 in the invitation as both companies will be on channel 15 at a question and answer session shortly.  The October 11th date was retained. 
The letter was edited and Marion will redraft it and send it to Renee and Halley for any additions /corrections.

Grant Cycle Planning:  Our Community Our World
Lucia pulled up the announcement she had put on the SHCC website of the theme for the 2017 grant cycle -   Our Community Our World.  Emily, Renee and Liz volunteered to be on the committee to implement exciting 
ideas around this theme.

Announcements:
5/18/16  Bike walk committee meets to discuss open streets event.
8/6/16  4th Festival Arts Council in West Springfield

Business meetings:	
			May 10	6pm	Board Room
			Sept. 13	6pm	Board Room
			Oct. 11th 	6:30 pm Water presentation Community Room
			Nov. 15	5pm	Board Room (grant cycle review)
			Dec.8	a meeting at 6pm, if needed for reconsideration, in the Board Room


Respectfully submitted
Marion Canning 
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