
Tree Committee

March 17th, 2016

MINUTES

Present: Karen Doherty, Chair, Ted Boulais, Jim Backus, Dennis Swartwout, Kelly Woods, Linda Young, Chris Ryan (Tree Warden).

Guests:  Roger Beer (CPA), Tony Judge (CPA) and Molly Freilicher (Mass DCR)

Minutes of Feb. 18th were unanimously accepted and the reading waived.

Roger and Tony gave a brief overview of the Community Preservation Act (CPA) which is coming up for a vote on our Town’s annual election on April 12th as Ballot question #1.  CPA provides dedicated funding source for open space, historic preservation, affordable housing and recreation.  The annual surcharge for the average homeowner will be $35.  The State provides about 30% (as of this year) in transfer of deeds fees to each participating town.  No town has ever withdrawn it after its passage.  CPA money provides good seed money for other grants and for state and federal funding projects.  Their WEBsite is:   www.votecpash.org   or the collition WEBsite is:  communitypreservation.org.   How can trees participate?  Other communities have requested funds for a boardwalk and tree removal; tree plantings; purchase of land; inventory of trees, etc.      A March 30th, 7 p.m. meeting at the high school library will give a fuller picture of the CPA ballot question.  While the CPA committee recognizes that taxpayers may feel already over burdened, they feel that the  benefits and the fact that right now other communities are getting our portion of the transfer of deed fees.  The Tree Committee was asked to consider choosing to endorse this ballot question.

Molly Freilicher came to just check in with us this evening and to tell us that we were awarded a Tree City USA grant again.  The Awards Ceremony will be held on June 15 at Holy Cross in Worcester.  Regarding our inventory, Chris and Dave did a 2% tree survey last spring and Chris is now doing a more thorough inventory and also concentrating on vacant planting sites and setback places.  Anna, a Stockbridge student, came to South Hadley to work on a senior class project and she has been very helpful to Chris.  Molly also could come for a day to work on inventory with Chris but we felt it just as important to have Molly coach an I-tree training for both Chris and Dennis.  Molly was asked if we could get a DCR grant for planting trees and she said yes.  We should submit our Notice of Intent no later than Oct. 1 for a November deadline.  We could then plant trees in the following Spring.  The application is on their DCR WEBsite.  Environmental Justice areas are also available and the criteria in on their WEBsite.  Our e-mails will be sent to Molly so we can receive the DCR monthly newsletter.  Oct. 14th and 15th is the tree training at Harvard Forest and she & Dennis think this is a very worthwhile workshop.  Having Molly’s assistance is great!

New Tree Farm location:  Northeast of the Town Farm Athletic Fields on the Batchelor/Stony Brook Conservation area there is a road that goes in to a field which is planted with corn.  Dennis indicated that the Conservation Commission and the Tree Committee should walk this together and consider the sides of this road as a new tree nursery.  If it is hogbrushed first, it could be good though the trees would need to be protected.

Community Garden Tree Planting:  The Tree Committee approved up to $200 for fruit trees to be planted by the Community Gardeners for the Community Garden area.  Pat Gouin has a hotbrush and the trees would be planted along the northwest side of the garden once the woodchips have been moved.  Adams Nursery has bareroot fruit trees for $32 including shipping and handling.  Linda will contact Jim Reidy and cc. Mike Sullivan with the specifics.

Streets and plans for Spring Tree Planting:  Sat., April 23rd, and Fri & Sat. April 29 & 30 are our designated days for planting trees.  We will meet at 9 a.m. at the M.E.S. Middle School.  Kelly will bring her Girl Scout Troop on the 30th for 9 a.m. to plant at Mosier School.  We will also plant at Chaffee’s Corner, and Chris will survey the residents of Taylor, Westbrook, Saybrook, Cypress, Lincoln, Washington & Roosevelt to see if we can do some tree planting in these neighborhoods.  An Article will go in the Town Reminder asking residents if they would like trees planted on their property along the tree belt or in the setback areas.  Kelly will provide two boxes (Canal St. Library and the Town Hall) for the application forms which will then be returned to Chris at the DPW or by e-mailing him.  Volunteers to help plant the trees will also be requested in the Town Reminder article and they will be asked to bring workgloves, shovels and gallon jugs of water.  The trees will come from Amherst Nursery and will be approximately 1 1/2” in diameter and in grow bags.  The cost is approximately $119 per tree.

Meeting adjourned at 9:17 p.m.

Linda Young, Clerk


